I will like to start by congratulating and thanking President Macron for the support France has given to the Generation Equality Forum.

For my government, the promotion of gender equality and women's empowerment in climate change at the international and national levels has been a priority. For example, during  preCOP25, human rights and gender equality were, for the first time in the history of a pre-COP, at the forefront of the discussions.

Based on our long history and commitment as Costa Rica, we have assumed a leading role in the Coalition of Feminist Action for Climate Justice. 

This work has allowed us to agree on a series of multisectoral commitments to assure that women and girls, in their diversity, exercise their leadership and protagonism as climate actors to achieve the 2030 Agenda and the goals of the Paris Agreement.
We are convinced that there are no 'gender neutral' interventions across the scope of climate change and that women and girls are agents of change and represent 3.65 billion solutions.

This is why my government  has decided to assume the following commitments:

· By 2022 a National Action Plan for Climate Change and Gender covers tourism, energy, infrastructure, agriculture, livestock, forestry, mobility, and transport.

· Improve women's access to financing schemes for initiatives and projects on climate or environmental change.

· Develop toolboxes for the generation of capacities in governing entities to incorporate the gender approach in climate action in the priority sectors of the National Action Plan on Climate Change and Gender.

· Promote gender-sensitive education that allows the inclusion and permanence of girls and young women in science and technology in favor of the environment.

· Promote effective leadership of women and girls as risk managers in their communities.

Achieving gender equality in the water domain is crucial in view of the global commitments enshrined in the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development. As part of the commitments of the Action Coalition Feminist Action for Climate Justice, the Call for Action Initiative “Accelerating Gender Equality in the Water Domain” calls upon leaders and key decision-makers to ensure the swift implementation of bold and concrete actions, including urgent gender-transformative strategies. This Call, promoted by the UNESCO World Water Assessment Programme under the UNESCO Gender Equality Priority, is supported by a multi-stakeholder coalition consisting of Member States, UN agencies, NGOs, regional organizations, national water institutions, academia, and civil society.

I thank the Government of France and Mexico and UN Women for the effort made in developing this Forum, which presents us with an opportunity to revisit the agreements made in 1995 under the Beijing Platform and accelerate the implementation of our commitments to advance towards increasingly egalitarian societies.
